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Home Days 2021 
As we transition out of the pandemic, the City is planning a 

different type of Home Days celebration, where families can have 

fun and be safe.  This year’s Home Days will be August 6 and 7, 

and the theme is “Dancing in the Streets.”  The two-day 

event will move to Elmwood Park, where there is more space for 

people and activities to spread out and more convenient parking 

and restroom facilities.   

 

The planning committee is booking different bands for the bandstand that will be in front of 

the Civic Center.  There will be non-stop music on both days.   

 

They are also planning to have various food trucks, rides, dance areas, mini-tournaments, 

Kidz Zone, Adult Zone, car show, and the popular Kiwanis beer garden, to name a few 

highlights.   The City will have shuttles available to take residents between the parking areas 

and park and plenty of hand-washing stations and sanitizers. 

 

This year there will not be a parade, talent show, carnival games, or booths.  The importance 

of social distancing required us to put these traditional Home Days elements on hold this 

year only.  However, organizations will be able to fundraise by selling 50/50 Raffle Tickets, 

sponsoring food trucks, competitions, and other activities.    

 

The planning committee invited local organizations to meet at City Hall this week to discuss 

the changes, answer questions, and find out how we can work together to make the 2021 

Home Days successful.   Many more ideas are being explored, and the committee welcomes 

input from residents and local organizations.   Please email your ideas to Kathy Alexie at 

alexiek@independenceohio.org.   

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
mailto:alexiek@independenceohio.org
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Hemlock Trail Temporarily Closed 
 

The Hemlock Trail will be closed next Monday and Tuesday, April 

12 and 13, from 7 AM to 7 PM for tree maintenance.   

 
Everyone is asked to please 

stay off the trail for their own 

safety because there will be 

falling trees and branches. 

 

Signs were posted on Friday to 

alert people in advance.  

              
 

 
 
 
 
Elmwood Park  
 
Spring is in bloom around Elmwood Park, 

making it a perfect place to enjoy the 

summer-like weather we’ve been having.   

 

The Recreation Department’s preventive 

playground maintenance continued this 

week as record crowds for April have been 

enjoying the amenities.  

 

Replacement dugout covers for Diamonds 

#1, 2, and 3 will be installed after the 

dugout fences and gates are painted. 

  

 

Technical Services installed the 28-foot umbrella at the outdoor 

pool, and it operates flawlessly.  The fabric will be installed next 

week, weather permitting.  

The traditional ball-type doorknobs will be replaced with lever-style 

handles in high-traffic areas around the Civic Center.  The levers 

allow people to use their elbow or wrist to open doors and that 

reduces the risk of contracting germs.  

As a reminder, the Press Box concession stand is open when there 

are regularly scheduled games.  This year we will offer a full menu of everyone’s favorite park 

food.  
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Construction Alert 

 
 
Cuyahoga County Department of Public Works will begin restoring the Hillside Road Bridge 
over the Cuyahoga River, and it will require some traffic detours.   
 
Hillside Road will be closed to through traffic between Brecksville and Canal Roads for 30-
days starting Monday, April 19.   Local access will be maintained.  Other motorists will 
be directed to utilize the designated detour routes: Canal Road, Pleasant Valley Road, and 
Brecksville Road to avoid the construction. 
 
Construction updates are posted on the County’s Public Works website.  
 
 
 
 
City Council Meeting 
 
Register to attend the virtual City Council 

Meeting next Tuesday, April 13, starting at 7 

PM, here.   

Caucus begins at 5:30 PM. 

 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s 
Weekly Report for April 9, 2021, here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2021: Warm and Rainy   
 
Old Farmer’s Almanac predicted warmer-than-normal temperatures across much of the 

northern United States this spring and above average rainfall in the eastern Great Lakes 

regions.    

 

The good news is the warmer temperatures could mean an early start to the gardening season.  

Anyone living in northeast Ohio knows that the risk of frost is real through the end of May.  

That’s why it is good to consult a Planting Calendar for suggested seed-starting and 

planting dates. 

http://www.publicworks.cuyahogacounty.us/
https://www.independenceohio.org/government/city_council/index.php
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
https://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-calendar
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The Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District is offering a virtual Master Rain 

Gardner Class starting April 26.  The recorded online classes can be watched at your 

convenience with live Q&A sessions every week.  The course runs through May 21 and cost 

$50.  Upon completion, participants earn Master Ran Gardener certification, a t-shirt, and 

yard sign.  You can find more information here.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ice Age Dino Week! 

 
More than 50 Independence preschool children learned about 

dinosaurs at this month’s Springtime Fun program at the Civic 

Center.   The program was educational and fun for the children, 

parents, and adult helpers. 
 

During Ice Age Dino Week children learned about prehistoric 

creatures, built a dinosaur model using a screwdriver, and colored 

dino placemats.  The placemats had a dinosaur matching footprint 

activity on the flip side and were laminated for each child to take 

home.   

 

https://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/events/2021/04/26/master-rain-gardener-class-spring-2021
https://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/events/2021/04/26/master-rain-gardener-class-spring-2021
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They also played with inflatable dinosaurs, matched them to posters, and arranged 60 teeth 

in the mouth of a T-Rex.  The children were able to express their creativity by adding caveman 

drawings in the pretend prehistoric cave and practicing their balancing skills on the Floor Is 

Germs walkway.  

 

The preschoolers also discovered how to safely conduct a volcano science experiment in the 

kitchen (mask and goggles) and watched a YouTube video about the newly active volcano in 

Iceland.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signing up for Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update is easy!  Simply send your name and email 
address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

